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family, Lismore, but who had not the estate. The King's College here made him Professor of Medicine, which affords him a decent subsistence. He told us that the value of the stockings exported from Aberdeen Avas, in peace, a hundred thousand pounds; and amounted, in time of war, to one hundred and seventy thousand pounds. Dr. Johnson asked, What made the difference? Here we had a proof of the comparative sagacity of the two professors. Sir Alexander answered, ' Because there is more occasion for them in war.' Professor Thomas Gordon answered,' Because the Germans, who are our great rivals in the manufacture of stockings, are otherwise employed in time of war.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, you have given a very good solution.'
At dinner, Dr. Johnson ate several plate-fulls of Scotch broth, with barley and peas in it, and seemed very fond of the dish. I said,' You never ate it before.' JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; but I don't care how soon I cat it again1.' My cousin, Miss Dallas, formerly of Inverness, was married to Mr. Rid-doch, one of the ministers of the English chapel here. He was ill, and confined to his room ; but she sent us a kind invitation to tea, which we all accepted. She was the same lively, sensible, cheerful woman as ever. Dr. Johnson here threw out some jokes against Scotland. He said,' You go first to Aberdeen; then to Enbrn (the Scottish pronunciation of Edinburgh); then to Newcastle, to be polished by the colliers; then to York; then to London.' And he laid hold of a little girl, Stuart Dallas, niece to Mrs. Riddoch, and, representing himself as a giant, said, he would take her with him! telling her, in' a hollow voice, that he lived in a cave, and had a bed in the rock, and she should have a little bed cut opposite to it!
He thus treated the point, as to prescription of murder in Scotland2. 'A jury in England would make allowance for
1 Johnson wrote on Sept. 30 :—' Barley-broth is a constant dish, and is made well in every house. A stranger, if he is prudent, will secure his share, for it is not certain that he will be able to eat anything else.' Pioszi Letters, \. p. 160,                                            ' See ante, p. 25.
deficiencies                                                              family, ii. 85, gives an account of his life at Aberdeen as a student.
